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of Kainardji was again confirmed, along with the conven-
tion explicative and the commercial treaty of 1783, "since
commerce is the truest and most constant bond of reciprocal
harmony." 12
As Russian merchant ships entered the Straits from the
Black Sea end, it was obvious that the old principle govern-
ing the use of the Straits was broken. The other nations
therefore sought to obtain the new advantages. Austria
gained free passage for her ships of commerce in lyS^13
England was not admitted to the full benefits of this regime
till 1799, when the privilege was granted by an official note
from the Porte, which was reaffirmed in i8o2.u France
received the concession in 1802, Prussia in i8o6.1G
the napoleonic era
The arrival of Russia had made the question of the
Straits one of general European policy, but so far the solu-
tion affected the commercial rather than the naval side of
the problem. The Turkish commercial monopoly was
broken, but its right to control and so prohibit the passage
12	Art. VIIL
13	Noradounghian, op. cit., Vol. I, pp. 379-382. Sanad of February, 1784.
See also firman of May, 1784, in Martens, Nouveau Recueil General,
Vol. 15, p. 462: "Since the merchant ships of the German court, friend
and neighbour of the Sublime Porte, since the peace of Belgrade, have
carried on commerce on the White Sea without being permitted to
navigate the Black Sea, that court has requested the Sultan to permit
them to sail out of the rivers into the Black Sea and from that sea into
the White Sea, and so back and forth.  The Sultan permits German
merchants to freely carry on their business on land, sea and rivers
and has given a sanad to the Austrian Minister."   It is clearly stated
here that the request was for the right to navigate not only the Black
Sea but also the Straits.
14Hertslet, Commercial Treaties, Vol. V, p. 499, Vol. VII, p. 1021.
™Ibid., p. 78.

